Monitor of Engagement
with the Natural Environment

ENGLAND

Captures data on use and enjoyment of the natural environment
by members of the English adult population (aged 16+)
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Annual estimates of visits to the natural environment (billions):
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Over time, there has been an increase in the estimated annual
visits taken to locations within towns and cities (billions):
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Around half of the population claim to visit the outdoors at

least once a week (%):
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This has been accompanied by a
trend for shorter visits, increased
travel on foot and an increase in
visits taken within 2 miles of their
starting point.

Parks in towns and cities were the most frequently visited
destination type.

million

VvISIts

In total, visits to parks accounted for an estimated 778 million
visits or 27 per cent of visits taken to the natural environment
in England last year.

Walking was by far the
most frequently undertaken
activity: half of visits (50%
or an estimated 1.5 billion
visits) involved a walk with
a dog; around a quarter
(26% or an estimated

0.8 billion visits) involving
walking without a dog.

Around a quarter of visits involved some form of expenditure — resulting in an estimated spend of

£17 billion between March 2013 and February 2014

High value is placed on the natural environment amongst the adult population in England:

Around half of the population Around two-fifths strongly

agreed that having greenspaces  agreed that: spending time out
close to where they live was of doors (including in their own

important garden) was important...
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...and/or that they were glad The level of concern was lower

of natural places they may with around a third agreeing
never visit strongly that they were
concerned about damage to

the natural environment

For the most part, the level of action taken to preserve the natural environment is a lot lower
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Recycling is the most
commonly undertaken
activity

Overall, there has been an upward trend in visits motivated by
health or exercise in the last five years. This is more likely to be
reported as a motivation for visiting the older a person is.
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Much smaller proportions
give time and/or money to
conservation projects/
organisations

There is a strong association between:
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Unless stated otherwise, results are presented for Year 5 of MENE (March 2013 to February 2014). For more information and survey results, go to
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/monitor-of-engagement-with-the-natural-environment-survey-purpose-and-results The UK Statistics
Authority has designated these statistics as National Statistics, in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 and signifying
compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. Designation can be broadly interpreted to mean that the statistics: meet identified user
needs; are well explained and readily accessible; are produced according to sound methods; and are managed impartially and objectively in the public
interest. Once statistics have been designated as National Statistics it is a statutory requirement that the Code of Practice shall continue to be observed.



